Scrap Like You Mean It: Scrapping With Fabric

If you've never scrapped with fabric before then don’t panic. It's really not that differ-
ent from using paper. It can be layered up onto the base cardstock of your layout
like any paper and, when using it in this way, I've found no need to use anything
other than my regular tape rollers or double sided tapes to secure it.

It can also be used to create your embellishments as Leo has done with her hand-
made rosette included in the kit. You can also draw or stamp simple appliqué style
designs [such as hearts, flowers, birds] onto fabric cut them out and add them to
your page either with DST, glue or even by sewing them directly onto your card-
stock. Most sewing machines will easily stitch through a layer of fabric and card at
the same time - plus you can experiment with contrasting cotton colours along with
the different stitch designs and settings on your machine.

You can use your fabric to journal with. Try cutting out large individual letters for
your titles, write directly onto paler, less patterned fabrics using a fabric pen or even
stitch your message directly onto your swatch. This can be done either freehand, as
| did on my layout, or using traditional [and straighter!] cross-stitches.

One of the reasons | enjoy using fabrics in my work is that you can treat it badly
and yet it's a very forgiving material. It can disguise any lumps and bumps you've
made on a page, helping you cover up your mistakes. If it tears or frays the effect
only adds to the texture and creates a unique tactile quality to the work. It can be
ironed back to perfection if you've accidentally creased and crumpled it or it can
even look interesting and artistic even if you want to leave it crumpled and say you
did it deliberately!!




| wanted to showcase the adorable Russian doll design fabric, to mirror the
little dolls in my photo, so | cut a strip of it and displayed it across the bottom
of my page.

| often use fabric in flat strips like this but, inspired by a layout in Ashley Cal-
der’s incredible book Scraptastic | was eager to add in something different.

To make use of its texture and depth | worked my way around my page, from
bottom to top, looping the yellow felt and red polka-dot fabric strips and secur-
ing them along their top edges with Crafter's Pick ‘Incredibly Tacky’ glue.

There’s a whole skein of embroidery thread included in the kit and, even after
using it to wonkily hand stitch my title, there were metres of it left over.

Wanting to capture some of its silky textural quality, which is best displayed
while it's all still looped together, | left it in a bundle and simply glued it straight
on to my cardstock backing.

| added extra colour and detail by looping up the bright pink ribbon and tur-
quoise faux suede strip and tucking them under the next layer of fabric or cov-
ering the top with a button to disguise my adhesive.

[My backing paper is American Crafts ‘Study Hall’ and | used Adornits alpha-
bet stickers — everything else came from the ‘Fabric Sundae Quirky Kit’].

Along with producing a layout with your fabric, you could also try covering the pages
of a mini book. This works especially well as you get to handle the finished item and
enjoy the tactile quality which fabric brings to your work. One of my favourite pro-
jects of all time is this mini tag book:
http://notesonpaper.blogspot.com/2008/12/shining-example.html which | decorated
with off-cuts of polka dot fabric and which | keep closed using a safety pin!

Hope you enjoy scrapping like you mean it with your Fabric Sundae as much as |
did.

Julie



Sources of inspiration:

Ashley Calder’s incredible book Scraptastic has some incredible designs several of
which feature unique uses of fabric and ribbon.
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Scraptastic-Sparkly-Snazzy-Scrapbook-Touchy-
Feely/dp/1599630117/ref=sr 1 4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1235406455&sr=1-4

Donna Downey’s Fabric Scrapbooking contains some beautiful, original techniques
with textiles: http://www.amazon.co.uk/Fabric-Scrapbooking-Yes-Its-
Scrapbook/dp/1933516801/ref=sr 1 1?ie=UTF8&qid=1235488279&sr=8-1

Autumn Leaves have a book dedicated to Designing with Fabric.



